Corporate News
Technology, believes the pandemic may
have a more permanent impact on global
travel.
“We have now proven that emeetings and virtual collaboration tools
are effective,” he says. “Baldwin
implemented a home office work regime
from April with only production personnel
and R&D researchers at the workplace.
These past few months have shown that
we can be just as effective and do not
need to travel for physical meetings to
the same extent that was previously
thought to be necessary.”
Pär Hedman, Sales and Marketing
Manager for IRO AB, however, believes
such advances can only go so far at the
moment.
“Video conferences have taken a big
leap forward, especially in development

projects, and this method of
communication is here to stay, but it will
never completely replace personal
meetings,” he says. “And textile fabrics
need to be touched, examined and
accepted by the senses, which is
impossible to do via digital media today.
The coming haptic internet, however,
may well even change that too.”

Social distancing

“These companies have been able to
continue operating throughout the
pandemic due to the spaced nature of our
automated plant configurations,” says Eton
Systems Business Development Manager
Roger Ryrlén. “The UPS system has been
established for some time, but planned
spacing has proved an accidental plus for our
customers – with improved productivity.”
“Innovations from TMAS member

The many garment factories now
equipped with Eton Systems UPS work
stations – designed to save considerable
costs through automation – have
meanwhile benefited from the
unintentional social distancing they
automatically provide compared to
factories with conventional banks of
sewing machines.

companies have been coming thick and
fast recently due to their advanced knowhow in automation concepts,”
Premler-Andersson concludes. “If
anything, the restrictions imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic have only accelerated
these initiatives by obliging our members
to take new approaches.”

Electrostatically-charged filter media offer noticeably improved filter performance.

Oerlikon Nonwoven electro-charging unit rounds off filter nonwovens systems

ecuTEC+ improves filter
performance significantly
Spunbond and meltblown materials
can be electrostatically charged to
improve their filter performance. The
ecuTEC+ electro-charging unit is part of
the delivery scope of all meltblown
systems currently sold for the
manufacture of protective mask
nonwovens.
The patented Oerlikon Nonwoven
solution is characterized by its exceptional
flexibility: ecuTEC+ stands out above all
as a result of its diverse applications,
which can be electro-charged.
Nonwovens manufacturers can freely

choose between numerous variation
options and set the optimal charging
method and intensity for their specific
filter applications. And EPA- and HEPAclass filter media can also be
manufactured using the ecuTEC+. As a
result, the concept distinguishes itself
from other technologies available on the
market.

Demand for filter media remains high
The demand for filter media – and
those made from meltblown nonwovens

in particular – has been extremely high
since the start of the coronavirus
pandemic. The Oerlikon Nonwoven
meltblown technology – with which
nonwovens for respiratory masks can also
be manufactured, among other things – is
recognized by the market as being the
technically most efficient method for
producing highly-separating filter media
made from plastic fibers. The capacities
for respiratory masks available in Europe
to date are predominantly manufactured
on Oerlikon Nonwoven systems. 
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